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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 




A Letter. 

My dear taster Cober: Though uwhaiv never met, 
I have the honor of a flight acquaintance with 
your worthy husband, Brn. A. A. Cober. arid that 
may be miffbi<ut «xcusc for addressing you. 

Too havi-, no doubt, Ih.vii looking for an ans- 
wer to your question ** to my whereabouts and 
my Milt nee. Iain still living on tht autuiy plain* 
of Kansas, Mv church home is in the Pleasant 
Valley conjugation. A direct answer to your 
last question might net be a credit to rue but since 
sister Slotter has so plainly told ua the cauae ol 
her silence I will not hesitate to Wv that a similar 
cause, ia mine, though X imagine the circumstances 
producing the mental strain to be vastly different. 
As I read Bister Slotter's article I wondered how 
many of our dear brethren and sisters bad paased 
through the valley of mental depression daring 
the put winter. I am sure that many professing 
Christians are just living in a sort of careless in- 
different manner and are never troubled with ques- 
tions which try the courage and faith ot others. 
I can only say that the greater struggles in my 
life, thus far, I have experienced within the past 
year. 

There is no consolation but God and prayer. 
There is no truth and salvation but in His word. 
Our greatest mission on eaith is to love and work 
tor one another. It we do this we are happy, if 
not we are miserable. I was much pleased with 
your little essay rn last weeks paper and hope you 
will continue to write. Our paper is interesting 
to a great degree but I know w e cau make it more 
so if we try. Am sometimes just a little ashamed 
to think how miifcb the children are ahead of ns 
older ones in this earnestness and simplicity in 
writing for the paper. Many of them have over- 
come that timidity which the thought of being 
criticised, brings to the older ones. 

What do you -understand to be included in the 
sister's work alluded to by the committee on ar- 
rangements for the coming convention? Would 
be pleased to have an answer to the same question 
(roin any brother or sister who feels interested. 
Sister Niningei, Frantz and Julia A. Wood, let 
us hear from you, 

Amnie 8. Arnold. 
Montana, Kansas, March 6, 1887. 


Sen-drive !0 t . [ f j M we are. but could endure ti 
much 1 twee temperature without diaoumloit. A* 
it is we can endure wide extremes of external heat 
or cold so Ion* as we can keep the temperature 
within tut H'-thr ri^ht 'fegrci . 

The Church ofChri-t lives in thi- world by an 
inward and divine life, and so Ion;; an this life, 
pcrvide* it, it maintains its temperature independ 
eul of its surround lug*. It is not conformed to 
the world in tone, in character, In feeling ; and so 
long as the Me of Christ is manifest, in its normal 
vigor in the church, so long it will pursue its 
course regardless of the world's applause or ap- 
proval, and find in the service and favor of God, 
its truest enjoyment and greatest usefulness. But 
when the religions life, become* deteriorated and 
enfeebled, then the influence of the world becomes 
potent ; iniquity abounds, love waxes cold, corrup- 
tion invades the church, and the life and power 
which glowed within it. gives place to lukewarm- 
ness, coldness, and desdness. When this ocours, 
worship becomes formal and worldly, things which 
once would have caused a thrill ol horror, are tol- 
erated without remark or reproof, the church bo- 
comes the bond slave ol the world, and like blind- 
ed SamBon is dragged down from her high estate 
into a position of moral helplessness, poverty and 
degradation ; an'd though she may say "I am rich 
and increased in goods and have need ot nothing," 
He who searcheth hearts says. 'Thou ait wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.** 
Rev. 3 : 17. 

Empty forms are then substituted lor earnest 
devotion, ?nd worldly performances take the place 
of religious worship. Here a drunkard sits at the 


organ, prokssing to lead the congregation in the young son of Senator Dart having been taken 
worship of Almiehtv God- ihoiv th« ui.,,,!,,.. ; D „ n ti... f„.. ( ; • it^i.. __*■ ■ . . 


Kindness. 


BT D. W. THOMAS. 

"Because of Thy loving kindness I wilt praise 
Thee." The loving kindness of the Savior aur- 
passeth men's understanding. While men cannot 
expect to find that some degree of loving kindness 
in the human breast, he can accomplish much in 
this world by a cultivation of the kindly spirit. 
We cannot have too much kindness in our homes. 
God pity the children who find no loving affection 
in their parents. God pity the wife who has not 
a kind and loving husband. The keen anguish of 
the heart caused by harsh words, from whence 
those of gentle kindness should spring, is more 
painful than the sword's thrust. Many a poor 
heart- broken creature has sunk in the abyss of 
despair for the want of kind words of advice and 
encouragement. What bright sunshine is to nature, 
kind words are to the heart. Do not allow your 
homes to he dreary and desolate ior the want of 
loving kindness. Worldly wealth does not bring 
the greatest happiness in this life. It ia kindness, 
charity, contentment and the bright and sparkling 
draughts from loves fountain in the sunlight of 
home affection. Brethren and sisters, let their be 
nothing but loving kindness among us in our 
homes,, and in the church. And our reward will 
be greater in the last day. 

Homeworth, Ohio. 


A Low Temperature. 
The healthful temperature of the human body 
is about 98 degrees. If it sinks below this there 
is chilliness ; if it rises higher there is undue heat. 
Hence we become sensitive to atmoBpberic condi- 
tiona, and changes in the temperature around us, 
by comparison with the temperature of our own 
bodies, adjusting our covering and our artificial 
beat to the necessities of the case. If we were 
cold-blooded like the fishes, we should not be at 


worship of Almighty God ; there the Hinging ia 
led by a saloon keeper, who makes drunkards 
through the week, and guides the worship of the 
church on Sundays j and yonder a notorious blas- 
phemer is set forward by a worldly church to 
praise and extol the Most High God whose name 
he continually insults and profanes. 

Can it be a matter of surprise that under such 
arrangements people mourn the absence of the di- 
vine favor and complain ol deadness, woridliness, 
and .formality? Ia it a wonder that in such 
churches worldlings despise the church for its in- 
consistency, not to say hypocrisy ? Is it strange 
that under such circumstances the exhortations of 
church-goers fall unheeded upon careless ears, and 
that a large proportion of the hearers look with ill- 
concealed contempt upon a church bo empty, 
worldly, powerless, and inconsistent? Is it strange 
that no signs ot divine approval attend such mani- 
festations of human impiety? If men are not bet- 
ter with the religion of Christ than they were with- 
out it, what does it avail them ? If men in the 
church do not differ from men without the church, 
what is the advantage of their relation ? If the 
avowed servants of the devil can lead and guide 
the worship ot the Lord of Hosts, wherein does 
the service of the devil differ from the service of 
the Lord? 

The call of God to his people is and ever has 
been a call of separation. From the beginning to 
the eud, men have been bidden to "come out from 
the world and be separate." Unto the wicked, 
God saith, "What hast thou to do to declare my 
Btatutes, or that thou shouldst take my covenant 
iuto thy mouth ? Seeing that thou hatest instruc- 
tion, and caBtest my words ;.ehind thee ?" Psalm 
50 : 16, 17. Men cannot worship God by proxy. 
He abhors the sacrifice where the heart is not 
found. No worship is acceptable to him unless 
it be the worship of those who "worship him in 
spirit and in truth, for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him." 

The present need is such a change in the relig- 
ious temperature as shall make such things as we 
have described impossible! And when men come 
to "worship the Father in spirit and in truth," 
when they comprehend what true worship is, as 
distinguished from the empty forms and vanities 
of mere lip service, they will no longer be content- 
ed with the vain show ot an external religion, but 
they will lift up their heart* with their hands to 
the Lord, and having first been accepted as wor- 
shipers, will offer up acceptable worship. — Thk 
Akhobt 


Remarkable Prayers. 

I ncle Dtnii-1, the deacon 'sac been nading 
ab.-ut some "R. am Uble Answers to Prayer," 
and observed to his wife that it seemed like get- 
ting Wek to old aptatolio days j when Aunt Hitty, 
his wile, slowly replied, 

"Yes, but I was thinking, after all, it wasn't the 
answers thai were remarkable, so much as the 
prayers " 

"Well, I don't know ; most ot the prayers aint 
specified, but them that be 'pear to be just simple, 
plain »ort ol askin'." 

"That's just it, Daniel ; plain asking has gone 
out of fashion, and that's the main reason why it 
seems so remarkable to us when people ask for 
anytning and get it. Why, the Lord Jesus him- 
self set us the example ot comparing our heavenly 
Father to ourselves, and tn ing to find out bow 
we would act toward our children if we were in his 
place—only he warned us lo mike allowance tor 
our being evil ; I suppose that means cross, and 
selfish, and unreasonable, as we all are sometimes. 
Now, I leave it to you, Daniel, to say what 
you'd think if you read sucit things as this in the 
paper :" . 

*' 'Remariable instance of a father'* generosity. 
Judge Whitaker yesterday received a letter 
from his daughter, Itt'ortBJOg him that she and her 
family were in great distress owing to the recent 
floods in Missouri, and asking for money to relieve 
their immediate waj>ts. The father sent the money 
at once with assurances of his love. This remark- 
able case is attested by eredi table witnesses.' 

*Or, how would this sound?' 
'Remarkable response to a son's airpeaL— The 

ill 


on the Continent, and being entirely out of funds 
and among strangers, drew upon his father by 
telegraph, as he had been previously instructed to 
do in case of an emergency. Wonderful as is may 
seem, his father honored the draft at once to its 
foil amount' " 

This was the way the matter appeared to "Aunt 
Hitty," and her view of the case seems somewhat 
reasonable. Why should answers to prayer be 
deemed so "remarkable ?" What is a prayer good 
ior unless it is answered. What should we think 
if some one should tell us ot a "remarkable" bucket 
which often brought water from the bottom of a 
well ? What is a bncket worth that has a hole in 
the bottom, and never does bring any water up? 
What should we think of a man who should tell us 
of a "remarkable" clock which kept good time for 
weeks together ? Surety if any clock should occa- 
sion remarks it should lie the clock (hat did not 
keep good time. 

The truth seems to be that faith is too scarce, 
that unbelief seems to be so largely the rule, that 
men are surprised when they hear that God has 
lul filled his word and answered the prayers of his 
people. Men ask and receive not, but it is because 
they ask amiss. They ask for that which God has 
never promised, that which they have no right to 
seek or expect, and failing to receive the things 
tbey ask tor, they come to believe that prayer is 
but a form, and that an answer to prayer is a re- 
markable thing. Would that people knew more 
of the meaning and value of true prayer. "Never- 
theless when the Son of man cometh Bhall he find 
faith on the earth ?" — The Christian. 


Nothing is so fearful as a bad conscience. 

Our whole life should speak forth our thankful- 
ness ; every condition and place we are in should 
be a witness of our thankfulness : thin will make 
the time and place, we live in the better for us ; 
when wc ourselves are monuments of God's mercy, 
it is fit we should be patterns of his praises, and 
leave monuments to others ; we should think life 
is given us to do something better than to live in ; 
we live not to live ; our life is not the end of itself, 
but the praise ol the Giver. — R. Sibbs. 

A mother may have the finest culture, the moat 
brilliant surroundings, but she is not fit for her 
duties unless she be a Christian mother. — Tahnaye- 

God dwells far off from us — lost, so to speak, in 
the bright empyrean. Prayer brings him down 
amongst us, brings him to our earth, and (inks hia 
I power with our efforts. — Madame de Gasparin. 


